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SUB J : WHITLAM VISIT CONCLUDES 

REF: A. RANGOON 2841 
B. RANGOON 2922 

SUMMARY. FEBRUARY 4-6 VISIT BY AUSTRALIAN PRIMIN WHITLAM INCLUDED 
8 HOURS CORDIAL DISCUSSIONS WITH NE WIN. SUBJECTS INCLUDED INSUR- 
GENCY. REGIONALISM. AND TRADE IMBALANCE. GUB APPARENTLY TOOK 
OPPORTUNITY TO IMPRESS AGAIN ON GOA EXTENT OF PRC INVOLVEMENT IN 
INSURGENCY. GOA SEEMED TO FIND LITTLE GUB ENTHUSIASM FOR ITS 
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PROPOSAL FOR WIDER REGIONAL ORGANIZATION. MAIN SUBSTANTIVE RESULTS 
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WERE PROBABLE NE WIN VISIT TO AUSTRALIA IN MID- 1974, PROMISE OF 
AUSTRALIAN COAL FOR BURMA, PLEDGE OF INCREASING GOA AID, AND 
PLANNED VISIT OF "EXPERT" TO ADVISE GUB ON REDUCING TRADE IMBALANCE 
WITH AUSTRALIA. AT PRESS CONFERENCE WHITLAM SAID HE WOULD NOT 
COMMENT ON DIEGO GARCIA WHILE IN BURMA BUT EMPHASIZED SUPPORT FOR 
"ZONE OF PEACE" CONCEPT. VISIT APPARENTLY WENT OFF WELL. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. FEBRUARY 4-6 VISIT OF AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM WENT 

OFF IN APPARENTLY CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE WITH CONSIDERABLE FAVORABLE 
PUBLICITY. IN CLOSING PRESS CONFERENCE, WHITLAM STATED HE "TRUSTED" 
NE WIN WOULD VISIT AUSTRALIA LATER THIS YEAR. EMBASSY LEARNED 
CONFIDENTIALLY THAT NE WIN VISIT TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR JUNE. 

2. STATE BANQUET SPEECHES CONTAINED FEW SURPRISES. NE WIN REPEATED 
SHOP- WORN FORMULA (REF A) FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN CONFERENCE ON 
ACHIEVING REGIONAL PEACE, SAYING THAT IT SHOULD TAKE PLACE "WHEN 
CIRCUMSTANCES MORE FAVORABLE", PERHAPS THEREBY MOVING IT EVEN 
FARTHER INTO THE DIM FUTURE. WHITLAM EXPOUNDED NOW FAMILIAR 
THEME OF CHANGING EMPHASIS IN AUSTRALIA'S ASIAN POLICIES, PROMISED 
ANNUAL INCREASES IN AID TO BURMA, AND CONGRATULATED GUB ON "HAVING 
FULL CONTROL OVER ITS RESOURCES." WHITLAM NOTED THAT AUSTRALIA 
FACED "URGENT TASK" OF REGAINING CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT OF ITS 
MINERAL RESOURCES, WHICH NOW IN LARGE PART FOREIGN-OWNED. 

3. OTHER SUBSTANTIVE DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCED AT WHITLAM PRESS 
CONFERENCE WAS APPROVAL OF EXPORT OF 154,000 TONS AUSTRALIAN COAL 
TO BURMA. THIS WILL FILL GAP LIKELY TO BE CAUSED BY RECENT 
RESTRICTIONS ON COAL EXPORTS IMPOSED BY INDIA, BURMA'S TRADITIONAL 
SUPPLIER. 

4. IN FEBRUARY 5 PRESS CONFERENCE GOA DEPUTY PERMANENT SECRETARY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WOOLCOTT REPORTED WHITLAM AND NE WIN HAD EIGHT 
HOURS OF DISCUSSIONS. FROM HIS AND WHITLAM'S PRESS CONFERENCES, 
CLEAR THAT FOLLOWING AMONG SUBJECTS DISCUSSED: 

(A) INSURGENCY. WOOLCOTT SAID NE WIN GAVE ACCOUNT OF INSUR- 
GENCY SITUATION IN NORTHERN BURMA AND ADDED "YOU COULD MAKE THE 
ASSUMPTION THAT IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO TALK ABOUT 
INSURGENCY WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT CHINA." 

(B) REGIONALISM. WOOLCOTT SAID "ABSOLUTELY NOT TRUE" THAT 
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REASON FOR WHITLAM TRIP WAS TO SELL SCHEME FOR WIDER REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATION. WHITLAM TOLD PRESS THAT SCHEME DISCUSSED "ONLY 
IN GENERAL TERMS" AND REPORTED THAT NE WIN THINKS "THE MORE 
COUNTRIES BELONG TO REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THE BETTER" BUT IN- 
SISTS THAT REGIONAL ACTIVITIES ALWAYS BE IN UN CONTEXT. 

(C) TRADE IMBALANCE. PLAINTIVE COMMENTS IN BURMESE PRESS 
ABOUT SEVERE TRADE IMBALANCE FAVORING AUSTRALIA WERE ONLY 
DISCORDANT NOTE IN PRESS COVERAGE OF VISIT, AND SUBJECT DOUBT- 
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LESS DISCUSSED BETWEEN WHITLAM AND NE WIN AND BETWEEN GOA DEPUTY 
SECRETARY OF TRADE MINISTRY AND GUB TRADE OFFICIALS. WHITLAM 
PROMISED GOA WOULD SEND "EXPERT" TO EXPLAIN HOW GUB CAN GAIN 
GREATER ACCESS TO AUSTRALIAN MARKET. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS CONFERENCE QUERY, WHITLAM SAID HE WOULD 
"MAKE NO PRONOUNCEMENT WHILE HERE" ON DIEGO GARCIA BUT EMPHASIZED 
THAT GOA SUPPORTS SRI LANKA "ZONE OF PEACE" PROPOSAL. 

6. COMMENT: FROM VEILED PUBLIC COMMENTS, IT APPEARS THAT NE WIN 
TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO IMPRESS ON WHITLAM EXTENT OF PRC INVOLVEMENT 
IN BCP INSURGENCY, AS GUB TRADE MINISTER DID WITH GOA FONMIN LAST 
NOVEMBER (REF B). AUSTRALIANS SEEM TO HAVE FOUND LITTLE GUB 
INTEREST IN WIDER REGIONAL ORGANIZATION AND GUB APPARENTLY BACKED 
OFF SLIGHTLY FROM ITS JANUARY 1973 PROPOSAL FOR A REGIONAL PEACE 
CONFERENCE ON BASIS TIME NOT YET RIPE. 

7. OVERALL INITIAL IMPRESSION IS THAT VISIT WENT OFF WELL. 

WE MAY HEAR MORE DETAILS FROM GUB AND AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY CONTACTS. 
LACEY 
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